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Chesnut Lodge School and Specialist SEN College

Headteacher: Mrs Heather Austin B.Ed.(Hons), NPQH
Green Lane, Widnes, WA8 7HF     Tel: 0151-424 0679 - Fax: 0151-495 2141   

www.chesnutlodge.net - head.chesnutlodge@halton.gov.uk

14.5.20
Dear Parents and Carers

I hope you and your families are all safe and well. I fully appreciate how challenging the current situation must be as lock down continues and you are unable to spend time with wider family and friends. I am sure that there will be much confusion following the Prime Minister’s statement and the following guidance. As a school, we have many questions too and are waiting for further official guidance and clarification from the Government and the DFE. As a special school, rather than working towards Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 returning to school, we have been asked by the Government to “work towards a phased return of more children and young people without a focus on specific year groups.”  

School will only be able to open when we have everything in place that ensures that both staff and parents feel confident that we can keep all members of our school community safe.  This means that we shall be considering children’s journeys to and from school, arrival and movement around school, safe numbers in classrooms, playtimes and mealtimes, personal care etc.  In addition we must consider the very key elements for our children around coping with change, transition back into school, meeting medical and intimate care needs and all other bespoke and personal issues for each child and family.

For Chesnut Lodge for the time being there is no change to the current guidance. It is safer to stay at home. This is a dangerous and deadly virus.  We will continue to provide childcare in school for the children of critical key workers, who have no alternative provision for caring for their children at home, and where possible for other vulnerable families.
For all the other students, we will continue with our home learning through the Seesaw app.  It has been lovely to see how the children have been engaging in the different activities set by their class staff and I would like to thank all of the parents who have extended their technological knowledge and skills to make this possible.  I appreciate that this is not always easy, the most important thing at the moment is to enjoy the time you have together and to ensure that your children are happy and stay safe.  I am certain they will be learning in more ways than one during this time at home.

To help us in our planning for a potential partial re opening, could I ask that you all think carefully about whether, if possible, you would like your child to return to school in the period before the Summer Break and to respond to the survey on Parentapp by Monday 18th May.  If you do not have the app, please phone school on Monday 18th May to let us know your thoughts. To make this decision, you will need to take into consideration your child and the rest of the people in your household’s health needs and any advice or information you have been given by any health professionals.  No child will be penalised for not attending over this period so please do not feel pressured when making this decision.  School will look very different over this period, with students only attending specific days and following a modified curriculum.  Students may have to be grouped differently, work in different areas and with different staff depending on what we are able to organise.  

Please rest assured, safety will be the number one priority for all members of our school community and we will keep you closely informed of our plans.
Yours sincerely

Mrs H Austin
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