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Chesnut Lodge School and Specialist SEN College

Headteacher: Mrs Heather Austin B.Ed.(Hons), NPQH
Green Lane, Widnes, WA8 7HF     Tel: 0151-424 0679 - Fax: 0151-495 2141   

www.chesnutlodge.net - head.chesnutlodge@halton.gov.uk

20th March 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,

RE: SCHOOL CLOSURE
Thank you for your support at this difficult time.  The government has announced the indefinite closure of all schools in England from Monday 23rd March 2020.

The need to protect the health of your children and our whole school community is paramount and therefore, social distancing is crucial if we are to protect lives and slow down this pandemic.
Schools in England will be closed to everyone, except to provide emergency childcare for the children of key workers and for some vulnerable children. Vulnerable children include children who are supported by social care, those with safeguarding and welfare needs, including child in need plans, on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ children, young carers, disabled children and those with education, health and care plans. 
The latest guidance asks that “PARENTS KEEP THEIR CHILDREN AT HOME WHEREVER POSSIBLE”, and asks schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend.

It is important to underline that schools…remain safe places for children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society.”
The Government have suspended the National Curriculum over this period, so activities will be planned based on the cohorts attending and the staff available. 

For further details please refer to the Government Website.
If there is no way that your child can be cared for at home, and no one in the home is displaying symptoms, please can we ask that you inform school and transport of whether or not your child will be attending the next day.  You can let transport know as they are dropped off at home, and phone school by 3pm the day before, so that we can see if we are able to provide appropriate staffing to meet your child’s needs.  Please note that a significant number of staff are having to self isolate so school is already running on a skeleton staff, and medical, physio and Speech and Language services will not be available. Currently, we do not know how emergency care will be provided should our own staff not be able to work.

All communication with families will be through the ParentApp, so please make sure that you have signed up and that you are receiving information.

Families in self isolation who receive free school meals, can still access packed lunches at the school between 11am and 12pm.  You will need to inform the school in advance that you intend to make use of this facility.
So, in terms of this Monday, please could you contact school before 3pm today if you intend your child to attend so that we are able to begin our planning.

I appreciate that this is going to be a difficult decision for many families,  however, the gravity of the situation we are all facing means that we have to work together to protect lives.

You are a wonderful school community and I hope you and your families stay safe and well.

Thank you for you continued support.

Mrs H Austin
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