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CHESNUT LODGE SCHOOL 
CHARGING POLICY FOR SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
This policy is written in line with Halton Borough Council’s Charging and Remission Policy for School Activities.

Objectives

The objectives of this policy are:
· To maintain the right to free school education

· To establish that activities offered wholly or mainly during teaching time should be available to all pupils regardless of their parents’ ability or willingness to help meet the cost.

· To emphasise that there is no statutory requirement to charge for any form of education or related activity but that the LA and school have the discretion to charge for optional activities provided wholly or mainly outside school hours.

· To confirm the right of the LA or school to invite voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school, or in support of any activity organised by the school whether during or outside school hours.

Charges

Charges will be made for:
· Board and lodgings on residential visits.  The full cost of and final date for payment for the visit will be made known to parents at the outset.  A deposit will be requested and a ‘savings’ facility made available if required.  The governing body will remit all charges payable in respect of board and lodgings for the duration of a residential trip if the parents are in receipt of any of qualifying state benefits:
· Activities which take place wholly or mainly outside school hours and which are not part of a prescribed syllabus for a public examination and are not required in order to fulfil statutory duties relating to the National Curriculum or to religious education.  These are classed as ‘optional extras’.  Parents may choose whether their child attends or not, no profit can be included in the charge, nor will the charge include a share of the cost of any remission.
· The cost of repairs or of replacing defaced, damaged or lost property where this is a result of a pupil’s inappropriate behaviour.

· The cost for materials used in school where a parent indicates in advance that they, or the pupil wish to own the finished article (including cookery) which incorporates the materials.

· Where additional foods may be offered at “snack times” which are not provided in the fresh fruit sent out to the Primary Phase free of charge.
Insurance
Any insurance costs will be included in charges made for trips and activities.
Voluntary contributions

Voluntary contributions will be requested in order to fund activities taking place wholly or mainly during school hours for which the costs cannot be met from the school’s budget.  It will be made clear to parents in writing that any contribution is voluntary and failure to contribute will not involve the relevant parent’s child being treated differently from any other child.

Although shortfalls will be met from school budget wherever possible, trips may have to be cancelled if not enough parents make contributions.

Remittance of charges

Charges will be remitted for activities where costs can be reasonably and appropriately met from the school’s budget. This remittance will be reviewed annually in the light of the school budget.
Reviewed by: Mrs H Austin 
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